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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election with traverse of invention 1 ; claims 1-39, 46-49, 65-69 and 
80-82 in the reply filed on 12/20/2005 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the 
ground(s) that the Applicant believes that the inventions 1 and 3 have similar 
characteristics. This is not found persuasive because two inventions have divergent 
subjects. Invention 1 is in class 700, subclass 02, and invention 2 is in class 707, 
subclass 104.1. These inventions are distinct and have acquired a separate status in 
the art as shown by their different classifications and because of their divergent subject 
matter. 

2. The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 31-37, 39, 46-48, 65-67 and 82 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being unpatentable by Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1). 

A. As per claim 31 , Clynch discloses a method for configuring a medical device, 
comprising the steps of: 
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i. populating a digital repository with information corresponding to a 
plurality of medical device components (Clynch; col.4, lines 49-53 and 
col. 7, line 61 to col. 18, Iine10); 

ii. interviewing a patient having a need for a medical device to 
determine at least one patient attribute (Clynch; col. 5, lines 1-6); 

iii. storing the at least one patient attribute in a memory (Clynch; col. 6, 
lines 36-40 and col. 9, lines 7-12); and 

iv. querying the digital repository for a subset of medical device 
components based on the at least one patient attribute, the subset of 
medical device components corresponding to a medical device meeting 
the need of the patient (Clynch; col. 7, lines 22-44 and 61-65) 

B. As per claim 32, Clynch discloses the method of claim 31 , wherein the 
medical device comprises at least one of a lower extremity prosthetic device, an 
upper extremity prosthetic device, a lower extremity orthotic device, an upper 
extremity orthotic device, and a spinal orthotic device (Clynch; col. 5, lines 4-6). 

C. As per claim 33, Clynch discloses the method of claim 31 , further comprising 
the step of: customizing at least one of the subset of medical device components 
to create a customized medical device further meeting the need of the patient 
(Clynch; col.7, lines 28-44). 

D. As per claim 34, Clynch discloses the method of claim 31 , wherein the 
querying step comprises: 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,535 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3626 

i. querying the digital repository for a plurality of subsets of medical 
device components based on the at least one patient attribute, the subset 
of medical device components corresponding to a medical device meeting 
the need of the patient (Clynch; col. 7, lines 22-44 and 61-65); and 

ii. ranking the plurality of subsets based on a ranking criteria (Clynch; 
col.7, lines 28-34). 

E. As per claim 35, Clynch discloses the method of claim 34, wherein the 
ranking criteria is at least one of a weight of the medical device, a height of the 
medical device, a width of the medical device, a cost of the medical device, an 
activity level supported by the medical device, and an inventory status of the 
medical device (Clynch; col.7, lines 34-44). 

F. As per claim 36, Clynch discloses the method of claim 34, further comprising 
the step of: 

i. selecting one of the plurality of subsets (Clynch; col.7, lines 63-65); 

ii. customizing the one of the plurality of subsets to create a 
customized medical device further meeting the need of the patient 
(Clynch; col.7, line 65 to col. 8, line 10); and 

iii. ordering the customized medical device (Clynch; col. 3, lines 19-24). 

G. As per claim 37, Clynch discloses the method of claim 36, wherein the 
ordering step comprises reviewing the customized medical device prior to 
ordering (Clynch; col.3, lines 12-14). 
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H. As per claim 39, Clynch discloses the method of claim 31 , wherein the 
interviewing step comprises entering the at least one patient attribute via at least 
one of a personal data assistant, a digitizer, a digital camera, and a digital video 
camera (Clynch; col. 6, lines 50-54 and col. 9, lines 7-12). 

I. As per claim 46, Clynch discloses a system for configuring a medical device, 
comprising: 

i. means for populating a digital repository with information 
corresponding to a plurality of medical device components (Clynch; col.4, 
lines 49-53 and col.7, lines 61-63); 

ii. means for interviewing a patient having a need for a medical device 
to determine at least one patient attribute (Clynch; col. 5, lines 1-6); 

iii. means for storing the at least one patient attribute in a memory 
(Clynch; col.6, lines 36-40 and 50-54); and 

iv. means for querying the digital repository for a subset of medical 
device components based on the at least one patient attribute, the subset 
of medical device components corresponding to a medical device meeting 
the need of the patient (Clynch; col.7, lines 22-44 and 61-65). 

J. As per claim 47, Clynch discloses the system of claim 46, wherein the 
medical device comprises at least one of a lower extremity prosthetic device, an 
upper extremity prosthetic device, a lower extremity orthotic device, an upper 
extremity orthotic device, and a spinal orthotic device (Clynch; col. 5, lines 4-6). 
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K. As per claim 48, Clynch discloses the system of claim 46, further comprising: 
means for customizing at least one of the subset of medical device components 
to create a customized medical device further meeting the need of the patient 
(Clynch; col.7, lines 28-44). 

L. As per claim 65, Clynch discloses a method for configuring a medical device, 
comprising the steps of: 

i. populating a digital repository with information corresponding to a 
plurality of medical device components (Clynch; col.4, lines 49-53 and 
col.7, lines 61-63); 

ii. populating the digital repository with patient historical information 
associated with a patient (Clynch; col.9, lines 7-12); 

iii. interviewing the patient having a need for a medical device to 
determine at least one patient attribute (Clynch; col. 5, lines 1-6); 

iv. storing the at least one patient attribute in a memory via a digital 
communication link (Clynch; col. 6, lines 36-43); 

v. querying the digital repository for a subset of medical device 
components based on the at least one patient attribute, the subset of 
medical device components corresponding to a medical device meeting 
the need of the patient (Clynch; col.7, lines 22-44 and 61-65); 

vi. ordering the medical device over the digital communication link 
(Clynch; col.3, lines 12-14); and 
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vii. storing information corresponding to the medical device in the 
digital repository associated with the patient (Clynch; col.6, lines 36-40 
and col. 9, lines 7-12). 
M. As per claim 66, Clynch discloses the method of claim 65, wherein the 
medical device comprises at least one of a lower extremity prosthetic device, an 
upper extremity prosthetic device, a lower extremity orthotic device, an upper 
extremity orthotic device, and a spinal orthotic device (Clynch; col.5, lines 4-6). 
N. As per claim 67, Clynch discloses the method of claim 65, wherein the patient 
historical information comprises at least one of reimbursement information and L 
code information (Clynch; col.9, lines 7-12). 

Examiner considers that this information includes L-code information for 
patients; which is described in applicant's specification as generating 
letters of necessity for patients, and for querying the practitioner local 
database or the central database for patient-specific information. 
O. As per claim 82, Clynch discloses the method of claim 31 , further comprising 
the steps of: 

i. customizing at least one of the subset of medical device 
components to create a customized medical device further meeting the 
need of the patient (Clynch; col.7, lines 22-44 and 61-65); 

ii. storing a customization result of the customizing step in the digital 
repository (Clynch; col.7, lines 22-44 and 61-65); 
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iii. comparing the customization result to the subset of medical device 
components to identify a customization trend (Clynch; col. 7, lines 28-44 
and 61-63); and 

iv. adjusting an algorithm used in the querying step based on the 
customization trend causing a different subset of medical device 
components to be queried based on the at least one patient attribute 
(Clynch; col.7, lines 28-44 and 61-63). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1-5, 8-14, 16, 19, 20, 22-30 and 80-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1) in view of 
DeBusk et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,581,204 B1). 

A. As per claim 1 , Clynch discloses a system for configuring a medical device, 
comprising: 

i. a digital repository populated with entries defining medical device 
components, the entries each associated with an individual medical device 
component and having at least one patient attribute indicator (Clynch; col. 
4, lines 49-53 and col. 7, line 61 to col. 8, line 10); 

ii. a processor (Clynch; col. 3 .lines 12-19); and 
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iii. a computer readable medium encoded with processor readable 
instructions that when executed by the processor implement (Clynch; col. 3 
.lines 39-53) 

iv. a practitioner user interface mechanism configured to provide a 
practitioner with access to entries in the digital repository via a network 
and to allow the practitioner to provide at least one patient interview 
answer indicator (Clynch; col. 5 .lines 1-6 and col. 6, lines 40-43), 

v. a patient interview mechanism configured to receive over the 
network the at least one patient interview answer indicator corresponding 
to an attribute of a patient and to store the at least one patient interview 
answer indicator in a memory (Clynch; col. 5 .lines 1-6), and a 

vi. configurator mechanism configured to select a subset of entries 
from the digital repository based on the at least one patient interview 
answer indicator in the memory, the subset of entries including entries 
corresponding to individual medical device components of a medical 
device meeting a need of the patient (Clynch; col.7 .lines 22-44 and 61- 
65). 

Clynch fails to expressly teach the individual medical device having 
component identification indicator and component class indicator, 
per se, since it appears that Clynch is more directed to storing 
default modifications in the database and when the modification is 
selected, the shape and location of the modification is displayed on 
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the image and updated on the pull down modification menu. 
However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
DeBusk et al. 

In particular, DeBusk et al. discloses a modular tracking and 
profiling system wherein individual medical device component 
having component identification indicator (DeBusk et al, item 114) 
and component class indicator (DeBusk et al, item 1 12)(see 
DeBusk et al; col. 17, line 56 to col. 18, line 17). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the storing default 
modifications in the database and when the modification is 
selected, the shape and location of the modification is displayed on 
the image and updated on the pull down modification menu with the 
individual medical device having component identification indicator 
and component class indicator with the motivation of minimizing 
inventory and labor costs (DeBusk et al; col. 17, lines 26-34). 

B. As per claim 2, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the medical 
device comprises at least one of a lower extremity prosthetic device, an upper 
extremity prosthetic device, a lower extremity orthotic device, an upper extremity 
orthotic device, and a spinal orthotic device (Clynch; col. 5, lines 4-6). 

C. As per claim 3, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein: 
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i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-43) 

ii. a customization mechanism configured to at least one of add, 
remove, and modify at least one entry of the subset of entries selected by 
the configurator mechanism, and the practitioner user interface 
mechanism is further configured to provide access to the customization 
mechanism (Clynch; col. 7, lines 22-44 and 61-65). 

D. As per claim 4, Clynch discloses the system of claim 3, wherein the 
practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to provide a summary 
page of components customized by the customization mechanism (Clynch; col.6, 
lines 5-15). 

E. As per claim 5, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein: 

i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col.3, lines 39-43) 

ii. a medical device shopping mechanism configured to place an order 
for the medical device and to store order information in the digital 
repository, and the practitioner user interface mechanism is further 
configured to provide access to the medical device shopping mechanism 
(Clynch; col. 5, line 53 to col. 6, line 17). 
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F. As per claim 8, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein at least a 
portion of the network comprises an Internet protocol based network (Clynch; 
col.37, lines 48-53). 

G. As per claim 9, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein a least a 
portion of the network is the Internet (Clynch; col.37, lines 48-53). 

H. As per claim 10, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the digital 
repository comprises: 

i. a central digital repository (Clynch; col. 7, lines 61-63 and col. 1 , line 
66 to col. 2, line 28), and 

ii. a practitioner local digital repository remote from the central 
database (Clynch; col. 3, lines 12-24 and Fig. 2). 

I. As per claim 1 1 , Clynch discloses the system of claim 10, wherein: at least 
one of the practitioner local digital repository and the central digital repository is 
further populated with patient historical entries, the patient historical entries each 
associated with an individual patient and having a patient identification indicator, 
and at least one patient history indicator (Clynch; col.9, lines 7-12). 

Examiner considers that since the patient has access to the local 
physician's office, the patient should have an identification indicator 
and history indicator. 
J. As per claim 12, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 1 , wherein the at least 
one patient history indicator comprises information corresponding to a medical 
device of the individual patient (Clynch; col.9, lines 7-12 and col. 5, lines 1-4). 
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K. As per claim 13, Clynch discloses the system of claim 12, and 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include the 
medical device of an individual patient comprises an identification number 
(as taught by DeBusk et al) is as addressed above in the rejection of claim 
1 and incorporated herein (DeBusk et al; col. 17, lines 26-34). 

L. As per claim 14, Clynch discloses the system of claim 11, wherein: the patient 

historical entries further have at least one patient care indicator (Clynch; col. 9, 

lines 7-12 and col. 5, lines 1-4). 

M. As per claim 16, Clynch discloses the system of claim 15, wherein the 
reimbursement information comprises an L code indicator (Clynch; col. 9, lines 7- 
12). 

Examiner considers that this information includes L-code information for 
patients; which is described in applicant's specification as generating 
letters of necessity for patients, and for querying the practitioner local 
database or the central database for patient-specific information. 
N. As per claim 19, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein: 

i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 12-19) 

ii. a patient letter of necessity generation mechanism configured to 
generate a letter of necessity for the patient based on information stored in 



1, 



Application/Control Number: 09/893,535 Page 14 

Art Unit: 3626 

the digital repository and to store the letter of necessity in the digital 
repository (Clynch; col.6, lines 5-15), and 

iii. the practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to 
provide access to the patient letter of necessity generation mechanism 
(Clynch; col.9, lines 7-12). 
O. As per claim 20, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein the digital 
repository comprises a database (Clynch; col.7, lines 61-63). 
P. As per claim 22, Clynch discloses the system of claim 21 , wherein the 
external device is at least one of a digitizer, a digital camera, and a digital video 
camera (Clynch; col.6, lines 50-54 and col.9, lines 7-12). 
Q. As per claim 23, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein: 

i. the entries in the digital repository further have a ranking indicator 
(Clynch; col.7, lines 28-34), and 

ii. the configurator mechanism is further configured to select a 
plurality of subsets of entries from the digital repository based on the at 
least one patient interview answer indicator in the memory, each of the 
plurality of subsets including entries corresponding to individual medical 
device components of a medical device meeting the need of the patient 
and being ranked based on the ranking indicator of the entries (Clynch; 
col.7, lines 22-44 and 61-65). 

R. As per claim 24, Clynch discloses the system of claim 23, wherein the ranking 
indicator comprises at least one of a component cost indicator, a component 
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weight indicator, a component height indicator, a component width indicator, a 
component activity level indicator, and an inventory indicator (Clynch; col. 7, lines 
34-44). 

S. As per claim 25, Clynch discloses the system of claim 23, wherein: 

i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-53) 

ii. a customization mechanism configured to select one of the plurality 
of subsets of entries and at least one of add, remove, and modify at least 
one entry of the one of the plurality of subsets of entries selected by the 
configurator mechanism (Clynch; col. 5, lines 53-67), and 

iii. the practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to 
provide access to the customization mechanism (Clynch; col. 5, lines 53- 
67). 

T. As per claim 26, Clynch discloses the system of claim 25, wherein: 

L the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-53) 

ii. a medical device shopping mechanism configured to place an order 
for the medical device corresponding to the one of the plurality of subsets 
of entries selected by the customization mechanism and to store order 
information in the digital repository, and the practitioner user interface 
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mechanism is further configured to provide access to the medical device 
shopping mechanism (Clynch; col. 5, line 53 tocol.6, line 17). 
U. As per claim 27, Clynch discloses the system of claim 25, wherein the 
practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to provide a summary 
page of components customized by the customization mechanism (Clynch; col.6, 
lines 5-15). 

V. As per claim 28, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 , wherein: 

i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-43) 

ii. a catalog mechanism configured to select a subset of entries from 
the digital repository based on a query and to provide the subset of entries 
to the practitioner user interface mechanism (Clynch; col. 7, lines 22-44 
and 61-65), and 

iii. a medical device component shopping mechanism configured to 
place an order for a medical device component corresponding to at least 
one selected entry of the subset of entries and to store order information 
in the digital repository (Clynch; col. 5, line 53 to col. 6, line 17) 

iv. the practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to 
accept the query from a user, to provide the query to the catalog 
mechanism, and to select the at least one selected entry of the subset of 
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entries provided by the catalog mechanism (Clynch; col. 5, line 53 to col. 6, 
line 17). 

W. As per claim 29, Clynch discloses the system of claim 28, wherein: 

i. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implement (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-43) 

ii. a customization mechanism configured to select at least one of the 
subsets of entries and at least one of add, remove, and modify at least 
one entry of the one of the plurality of subsets of entries selected by the 
catalog mechanism, and the practitioner user interface mechanism is 
further configured to provide access to the customization mechanism 
(Clynch; col. 5, line 53 to col. 6, line 17). 

X. As per claim 30, Clynch discloses the system of claim 29, wherein the 
practitioner user interface mechanism is further configured to provide a summary 
page of components customized by the customization mechanism (Clynch; col. 6, 
lines 5-15). 

Y. As per claim 80, Clynch discloses the system of claim 3, wherein: 

i. the customization mechanism is further configured to store a 
customization result in the digital repository indicating a change made to 
the subset of entries selected by the configurator mechanism (Clynch; 
col.7, lines 22-44 and lines 61-65)., and 
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ii. the computer readable medium is further encoded with processor 
readable instructions that when executed by the processor further 
implements (Clynch; col. 3, lines 39-43). 

iii. an algorithm adjustment mechanism configured to adjust an 
algorithm of the configurator mechanism based on the customization 
result stored in the digital repository, the adjustment causing the 
configurator mechanism to select a different subset of entries based on 
the at least one patient interview answer indicator (Clynch; col. 7, lines 28- 
44). 

Z. As per claim 81 , Clynch discloses the system of claim 80, wherein the 
algorithm adjustment mechanism comprises an application of artificial 
intelligence (Clynch; col. 7, lines 28-44). 
7. Claims 38, 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1 ) in view of Vanker et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 
No. 2002/0099631 A1 ). 

A. As per claim 38, Clynch discloses the method of claim 36. 

Clynch fails to expressly teach the determining all applicable price 
discounts for the medical device for the practitioner, per se, since it 
appears that Clynch is more directed to provide a method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices. However, this feature is well known in the art, 
as evidenced by Vanker et al. 
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In particular, Vanker et al. discloses a determining all applicable 
price discounts for the medical device for the practitioner (Vanker et 
al., paragraph 0025). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices with determining all applicable price discounts 
for the medical device for the practitioner with the motivation of 
having a detailed usage and sale records component enables the 
buyers to use a communications interface (Vanker et al., paragraph 
0136). 

B. As per claim 49, Clynch discloses the method of claim 46. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include 
determining all applicable price discounts for the medical device for the 
practitioner (as taught by Vanker et al) is as addressed above in the 
rejection of claim 38 and incorporated herein (Vanker et al., paragraph 
0136). 

8. Claims 68, 69 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1 ) in view of Haller et al. (U.S. Patent Publication 
No. 2001/0051787 A1). 

A. As per claim 68, Clynch discloses the method of claim 65. 
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Clynch fails to expressly teach sharing information in the digital 
repository with an external system, per se, since it appears that 
Clynch is more directed to provide a method for producing medical 
devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and precision fit devices which 
most of the modification of the digital image can be accomplished in 
a local physician's office that the patient has already access. 
However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Haller et al. 

In particular, Haller et al. discloses sharing information in the digital 
repository with an external system (Haller et al., paragraph 0177). 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices which most of the modification of the digital 
image can be accomplished in a local physician's office that the 
patient has already access with sharing information in the digital 
repository with an external system with the motivation of patient, 
health care provider or insurer confirm acceptance of charges for 
updates or changes before or at the same time as they are 
implemented (Haller et al.; paragraph 0177). 
B. As per claim 69, 
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Clynch fails to expressly teach the external system comprises at 
least one of a patient management system, a billing system, and an 
insurance reimbursement system, per se, since it appears that 
Clynch is more directed to provide a method for producing medical 
devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and precision fit devices which 
most of the modification of the digital image can be accomplished in 
a local physician's office that the patient has already access. 
However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Haller et al. 

In particular, Haller et al. discloses the external system comprises 
at least one of a patient management system, a billing system, and 
an insurance reimbursement system (Haller et al., paragraph 
0177). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices which most of the modification of the digital 
image can be accomplished in a local physician's office that the 
patient has already access with the external system comprises at 
least one of a patient management system, a billing system, and an 
insurance reimbursement system with the motivation of patient, 
health care provider or insurer confirm acceptance of charges for 
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updates or changes before or at the same time as they are 

implemented (Haller et al.; paragraph 0177). 
9. Claims 6, 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1) and DeBusk et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,581,204 
B1 ) as described above for rejection of claim 1 , in further view of Vanker et al. (U.S. 
Patent Publication No. 2002/0099631 A1). 

A. As per claim 6, Clynch discloses the method of claim 5. 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include 
determining all applicable price discounts for the medical device for the 
practitioner (as taught by Vanker et al) is as addressed above in the 
rejection of claim 38 and incorporated herein (Vanker et al., paragraph 
0136). 

B. As per claim 7, Clynch discloses the method of claim 1 . 

Clynch fails to expressly teach at least a portion of the practitioner 
user interface mechanism is accessible via a personal data 
assistant, per se, since it appears that Clynch is more directed to 
any personal computer system commonly available in most 
physician's clinics (Clynch; col. 7, lines 17-22). However, this 
feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by Vanker et al. 
In particular, Vanker et al.discloses practitioner user interface 
mechanism is accessible via a personal data assistant (Vanker et 
al., paragraph 0042). 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices which most of the modification of the digital 
image can be accomplished in a local physician's office that the 
patient has already access with the practitioner user interface 
mechanism is accessible via a personal data assistant with the 
motivation of communication with the central independent 
repository without need for a specific and proprietary 
communications protocol (Vanker et al.; paragraph 0042). 

10. Claims 15, 17, 18 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Clynch (U.S. Patent No. 6,463,351 B1 ) and DeBusk et al. (U.S. 

Patent No. 6,581 ,204 B1 ) as described above for rejection of claim 1 , in further view of 

Haller et al. (U.S. Patent Publication No. 2002/0099631 A1). 

A. As per claim 15, Clynch discloses the system of claim 14. 

Clynch fails to expressly teach the the patient care indicator 
comprises reimbursement information, per se, since it appears that 
Clynch is more directed to provide a method for producing medical 
devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and precision fit devices which 
most of the modification of the digital image can be accomplished in 
a local physician's office that the patient has already access. 
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However, this feature is well known in the art, as evidenced by 
Haller et al. 

In particular, Haller et al. discloses the patient care indicator 
comprises reimbursement information. (Haller et al., paragraph 
0177). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to have combined the method for 
producing medical devices such as prosthetic, orthotic and 
precision fit devices which most of the modification of the digital 
image can be accomplished in a local physician's office that the 
patient has already access with patient care indicator comprises 
reimbursement information with the motivation of patient, health 
care provider or insurer confirm acceptance of charges for updates 
or changes before or at the same time as they are implemented 
(Haller et al.; paragraph 0177). 

B. As per claim 1 7, Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 1 . 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include 
interface with an external system (as taught by Haller et al) is as 
addressed above in the rejection of claim 68 and incorporated 
herein (Haller et al., paragraph 0177). 

C. As per claim 18, Clynch discloses the system of claim 17. 
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The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include the 
external system comprises at least one of a patient management 
system, a billing system, and an insurance reimbursement system 
(as taught by Haller et al) is as addressed above in the rejection of 
claim 69 and incorporated herein (Haller et al., paragraph 0177). 
D. As per claim 21 , Clynch discloses the system of claim 1 . 

The obviousness of modifying the teaching of Clynch to include 
interface with an external system (as taught by Haller et al) is as 
addressed above in the rejection of claim 68 and incorporated 
herein (Haller et al., paragraph 0177). 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not used art teach "Medical insurance verification 
and processing system" 4,491,725 A, "All care health management system" 5,301,105 
A, "Method and system for product configuration management in a computer based 
manufacturing system" 5,307,261 A, "Selective assembly of component kits" 5,412,576 
A, "Laser digitizer system for producing orthotic and prosthetic devices" 5,432,703 A, 
"System and method for collecting data and managing patient care" 5,781,442 A, 
"Customer-based product design module" 5,999,908 A, "Method and system for 
provision and acquisition of medical services and products" 2002/0065758. 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dilek B. Cobanoglu whose telephone number is 571- 
272-8295. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-4:30. 

13. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Thomas can be reached on 571-272-6776. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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